
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Gospel Community Encourages Hearts 
Colossians 4:7-18 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 

Community is the inevitable consequence of the cross.  The work of God results in the 
formation of communities which then form other communities. 
 

"All mankind is of one author, and is one volume; when one man dies, one chapter is not torn 
out of the book, but translated into a better language; and every chapter must be so 
translated...As therefore the bell that rings to a sermon, calls not upon the preacher only, but 
upon the congregation to come: so this bell calls us all: but how much more me, who am 
brought so near the door by this sickness....No man is an island, entire of itself...any man's death 
diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind; and therefore never send to know for whom 
the bell tolls; it tolls for thee."1 

 
It is a fact that a chain is only as strong as its weakest link. The conversion of that notion into a 
figurative phrase was established in the language by the 18th century. Thomas Reid's Essays on 
the Intellectual Powers of Man, 1786, included this line: 
 

"In every chain of reasoning, the evidence of the last conclusion can be no greater than that of 
the weakest link of the chain, whatever may be the strength of the rest." 

 
The apostle Paul recognized these truths.  First, although he had the platform presence, his 
ability to minister was interconnected to that of others (1 Cor. 12:14-26).  Paul never saw 
himself as an independent entity.  Second, Paul understood how the health or well-being of 
each part served the greater good.  The epistle ends with Paul’s personal greetings toward 
several individuals.  These individuals are embodiments of what Paul has previously taught. 
 
Those whom Paul names are trophies of God’s grace.  We are not isolated individuals, but 
conquering communities marked by passion for the King and compassion for His people.  
God conquers the enslaved and frees them to a life unfathomable to the imprisoned.   
 

“What you have here at the close of Colossians is a group photograph, frankly. Paul signs his 
letter and it includes a group photograph. He has grouped together in one portrait at the end of 
this epistle, all of the people who helped him in his ministry while he was a prisoner in Rome.”2 

 
Anyone who serves in ministry knows it is a team effort to advance the gospel.  In many ways, 
mission flows out of community in the establishing of other communities.  Notice how the 
Bible speaks to this idea.  
 

• We see this in the life of Moses with Aaron and Hur (Exod. 17:8). 
 

8 Then Amalek came and fought against Israel at Rephidim. 9 So Moses said to Joshua, "Choose 
men for us and go out, fight against Amalek. Tomorrow I will station myself on the top of the 
hill with the staff of God in my hand." 10 Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought against 
Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 So it came about when 
Moses held his hand up, that Israel prevailed, and when he let his hand down, Amalek 
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prevailed. 12 But Moses' hands were heavy. Then they took a stone and put it under him, and he 
sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side and one on the other. Thus 
his hands were steady until the sun set. (Exod. 17:8-12) 

 

• We see this when Moses was helped by the seventy Elders (Num. 11:14). 
 

14 "I alone am not able to carry all this people, because it is too burdensome for me. 15 So if You 
are going to deal thus with me, please kill me at once, if I have found favor in Your sight, and 
do not let me see my wretchedness." 16 The LORD therefore said to Moses, "Gather for Me 
seventy men from the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and their 
officers and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let them take their stand there with you. 17 

Then I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit who is upon you, 
and will put Him upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, so that you 
will not bear it all alone." (Num. 11:14-17) 

 

• We see this idea of assistance and team in the Proverbs (Prov. 27:17). 
 

Iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens another. (Prov. 27:17) 

 

• We see the same idea in Ecclesiastes 4:9-11. 
 

9 Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor. 10 For if either of them 
falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is not another 
to lift him up. 11 Furthermore, if two lie down together they keep warm, but how can one be 
warm alone? 12 And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of three 
strands is not quickly torn apart. (Eccl. 4:9-12) 

 
In the New Testament you find this principle of two better than one, and three better than two 
illustrated in the life of the early church.   For example, Acts 13 speaks about the first church 
outside the city of Jerusalem, the church in Antioch, having five leaders.  
 

1 Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and 
Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up 
with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the 
Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 
3 Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 4 

So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to 
Cyprus. (Acts 13:1-4) 

 

Barnabas, Simeon, Niger, Lucius, Manaen and even Saul were brought into the situation. They 
ministered for the Lord. And when the Lord called out Saul to be a missionary, he didn't call 
him alone, he said; "Separate me Barnabas and Saul," and from the very beginning of Saul's 
ministry, at that point, he never spent any other part of his ministry alone. He always had 
companions. In fact, the only time you'll ever see him alone in the entire book of Acts is a brief 
period of time in Athens while he was waiting for his friends to arrive.  So the Apostle Paul 
has always been the kind of person who needed help from his friends. As great as he was he 
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could never do it alone. And it's still true. We can't do it alone. We have to have each other. 
And that's the message of this text to us tonight.3   
 
It is perhaps a tired word but ‘teamwork’ is intrinsic to the gospel.  We are designed for 
community.  There is no such thing as an isolated, alone, or independent believer or church.    
It is for this reason we have a plurality of Elders and believe we must equip the saints for the 
work of the ministry (Eph. 4).  Greater good is accomplished together than apart. 
 
There are four background statements made within the text I would like to note. 
 

• First, women are very prominent in Paul’s ministry circle (v. 15).  Although I do not 
believe women can be Elders of churches, I do believe women can possess all of the gifts 
God chooses to dispense. 

 
Nympha was a woman who led. In the early church, there was more of a partnership in 
leadership, with women often serving as leaders.  
 

• Second, the idea of the house church (v. 15); in the first centuries there were no church 
buildings as we know of today.  When one spoke of the “church” they were references 
the Christians who initially met in homes and then within any structure that would 
house their assembly.  To imply all churches must meet in homes in our context and 
culture is a-biblical. 

 
Most churches then met for worship and instruction in homes or public halls or in some 
friendly Synagogues. Church buildings did not occur until Christianity became legal, nearly 
three hundred years later (Acts 12:12-13; 16:13-15; Rom. 16:1-6, 12-13; 1 Cor. 14:33-35; 16:19; 
Eph. 5:22-33; Philp. 4:2-3; Philem. 2; 1 Tim. 2:11-15; 3:2; Titus 1:8; Heb. 13:2; 1 Pet. 4:9; 2 John 1-
5). 
 

• Third, the letter from Laodicea is probably Paul’s letter to the Ephesians (v. 16 [see also 
Col. 2:1; 4:13, 15, 16; Rev. 1:11; 3:14]). 

 
Paul speaks of a letter from Laodicea.  This was either the Epistle to the Ephesians, a copy of 
Romans, or both that went to the Laodiceans as well as Philemon. Ephesians, Romans, and 
perhaps this letter too were “encyclical,” as in circular letters that were copied and went out to 
more than one recipient, mostly in Asia Minor.  
 

• Fourth, Paul often used a secretary (amanuensis [v.18]).  Here Paul signed off with his 
own pen.  Although I believe Paul was a very determined individual, he was also a man 
with a large heart for the people of God who represented the God of the people. 

 
Now let us return to the larger idea of this text.  As an Elder-led church this principle of 
community is recognized.  This is equally true in all of the various ministries each is involved 
in.  Effective ministry is significantly impeded in the absence of others.  Let us now consider 
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four ideas present in our text as Paul celebrates the team with which he works and with whom 
he serves the body of Christ. 
 
The first truth seen in the life of his co-workers was, “Good News from a far country” (vv. 7-9 
[Prov. 25:25]) 
 

Bright eyes gladden the heart; Good news puts fat on the bones. (Prov. 15:30) 
 
Like cold water to a weary soul, So is good news from a distant land. (Prov. 25:25) 

 
Paul notes how Tychicus and Onesimus were being sent back to the Church of Colosse to 
inform them of Paul’s condition and to inform them of Paul’s answer to their present dilemma.  
Paul’s description of his brothers in arms wells up in our hearts with joy.  These are good men 
who stand with him in the gospel.  The word Paul uses for encouragement is “parakaleo.”  It 
means, “To call alongside of.”  It is a word I find great comfort in.  We need to encourage one 
another. 
 
Just as Tychicus and Onesimus brought to the people good news, so also we can be means of 
encouraging our brothers and sisters in Christ.  This is perhaps one of the easiest ways of 
serving the body of Christ.   
 
Let me offer you an invitation to consider this idea.  What if this week we sent someone a note 
of encouragement?  What if we gave someone we know our book on celebrating the 
sufficiency of Jesus Christ in all areas of life?  Let me invite you to consider how you might 
encourage someone within your circle of influence.  Let us consider the idea of being stretched 
in this area.  Consider how you might encourage someone who you might not even know, 
those who others and perhaps you overlook.  We need to be messengers of encouragement.  
We need to be that cold water to a thirsty soul.  Tychicus and Onesimus were this for the 
Church of Colosse.  They did what Paul could not do. 
 
The second idea represented by Paul’s co-workers is, “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and 
weep . . .” (vv. 10-11 [Romans 12:15]). 
 
 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. (Rom. 12:15) 

 
Aristarchus, Mark, Justus, and, as I understand it, Epaphras, joined Paul in his imprisonment.  
They identified with Paul in his sufferings.  Paul speaks of them as being of the circumcision.  
Although few, they are present with him.  The word Paul uses in verse 11 for encouragement 
is different than what is found in verse 8.  The word in verse 8 speaks to actual presence.  In 
verse 8 there is a hug.  In verse 11 the word is public declaration that openly identifies with 
another.  It is declarative and not just physical.  Those with Paul openly identified their 
alliance with him.  They were willing to be identified with him.   
 
Friend, we need those who will come alongside of us and encourage us in life’s journey.  But 
we also need those who openly and unashamedly identify themselves with us when we push 
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through the valley of the shadow of death and struggle to get to the other side.  Listen to how 
this plays out in verse 12 with Epaphras. 
 
The third quality seen in his friends, “Far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD . . .” 
(vv.12-13 [1 Sam. 12:23]). 
 

Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by ceasing to pray for 
you; but I will instruct you in the good and right way.  (1 Sam. 12:23) 

 

Epaphras prayed for those to whom he ministered.  This was a priority with Epaphras.  What 
an incredible testimony he had among the people of God.  The word choice is telling.  He 
“agonized” in prayer for people.  He knew of the threat against the church and prayed for 
their continued faithfulness.  Listen to how this word is used in the New Testament. 
 

Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not 
be able. (Luke 13:24) 
 
Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not 
from hence. (John 18:36) 
 
Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily. 
(Col. 1:29) 
 
Fight the good fight [same word family] of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art 
also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. (1 Tim. 6:12) 
 
I have fought a good fight [same word family], I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
(2 Tim. 4:7) 

 

There is intensity to his prayer life for the people of God.  This is what marks our prayers 
when we have “skin in the game.”  Epaphras understands how the journey of faith is fraught 
with danger.  There are genuine onslaughts to faith.  He is praying people finish well.   
 
The final idea we can note concerning his co-laborers, “Stir up the gift of God” (v. 17 [2 Tim. 
1:6; “do not neglect the spiritual gift within you” 1 Tim. 4:14]) 
 

Say to Archippus, "Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you 
may fulfill it." (Col. 4:17) 

 
Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. (Acts 20:28) 
 
14 Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed on you through prophetic 
utterance with the laying on of hands by the presbytery. 15 Take pains with these things; be 
absorbed in them, so that your progress will be evident to all. (1 Tim. 4:14, 15) 
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For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the 
laying on of my hands. (2 Tim. 1:6) 

 
There is a sense in which we must be mindful of our spiritual gifting and we must seek to use 
our gifts for the common good and the greater glory of God. 
 

10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances 
of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so 
that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Pet. 4:10, 11) 

 
“Take heed” carries urgency in it.  In some passages it means “beware, be on guard.”  He ends 
his letter by giving a note of warning to one who was struggling in ministry.  I often think of 
Paul as unyielding, but I also believe he had a large heart for the flock of God.  Although his 
words warn, there is comfort in them. 
 
I do not sense sharpness in Paul’s words.  He notes Mark and Demas.  Mark proved profitable 
to the apostle and Demas would eventually abandon the mission.  There is an ebb and flow to 
all of this.  Part of this word to us is, do not give up on people altogether, and be on guard for 
yourself lest you find yourself shipwrecked.  No one is guaranteed a flawless finish. 
 
Paul closes with greetings and prayer and the challenge for all to continue and complete the 
ministry. While Paul was in prison, he practiced the custom of dignitaries dictating their 
letters. This personal signature showed his concern and care and also showed the genuineness 
of the letter (Rom. 16:22; 1 Cor. 16:21; Gal. 6:11; 2 Thess. 3:17; Philem. 19).  There is humanity to 
Paul’s letter where he is transparent and allows us to see his personal struggle, “Remember 
my imprisonment.”  Paul says, “Please do not forget me, I need your help.”  Friend, let us 
know this: we are all in this together.  Let us recognize our humanity while resting in the 
complete sufficiency of Jesus Christ. 
 
How does all of this end a book like Colossians?  First, we exist in a context of spiritual 
warfare, yet let us be instruments of mutual edification.  Second, let us readily identify with 
those who suffer in the name of Jesus Christ.  There were those in Colossae who suffered for 
the truth; side with them.  Third, never stop praying for spiritual formation within the body of 
Christ.  And finally, be on guard lest you be caught off guard.      
 
I’m not much with needle and thread.  I can take a needle and thread and sew back some of 
my buttons should they pop off.  Beyond the occasional button I resort to duck tape and 
staples, but cosmetically neither work well with zippers and hems.  Yet I know that a single 
thread does not have much strength but when woven together with other threads the product 
becomes quite formidable. 
 
In his closing Paul stitches together the various people and groups for the purpose of 
strengthening the whole.  Friend, alone you are vulnerable, but together we are strong.  Let us 
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allow the Spirit of God to knit our hearts together for the common good and the greater glory 
of God for the advancement of His kingdom and will on earth even as it is in heaven. 
 
Paul’s point is strong: build up one another, identify with one another, intercede for one 
another, and continue in the work. 
 

 
 
                                                           

1 John Donne (1572-1631). It appears in Devotions upon emergent occasions and seuerall steps in my sicknes - 
Meditation XVII, 1624. 

2 http://www.gty.org/Resources/Sermons/2152 
3 http://www.gty.org/Resources/Sermons/2152 


